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1., General

The pulgarian railroads do not compare with the highly developed
railroed systems of the Jestern and central muropean states.

The sparseness of the population, the economic backwardness of
the country, and the mountalnous tesTain of Bulgarla are the msh
factors delaying the creation of a +niform, dense, nnd efficlent
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rallroad systenm vhich vould meet modern requiremqnts.

rumerous barren nnd rugged mounteln rences dlfficult of access
force the railronds ~nd hizhwvays to follow the rivers and the

various rows of basins.

The gtructurc of thls s»arse network of exelusively single-track
lines 1Is thercfore shaped by the tuo past- 'est mountein barriers
of the palkun .nd Fhodope mountains, uvhich resch elevotionos of
more than 2,c(C¢ meteruv. 7The follovin: three - transverse
lines o tlo country run parallel to these wountain ranes:

a. The line to tho importunt {lack 3ea port of Varna, running
alon. the nosthorn sloses of the palkan .18 und the Donutc valley,
tosetlior with its feeder lines Iro. Jsofie wnd vidin.

The spurs braacling osf .Ton this norti.rn transterse rouse to
the Jouube ports cerve shipnpin: on this river wud troiPic viith
Munenia.  Pucre -re no ruilroad bridies (sec para e {2))-

D. The lgport-nt transit line irom esturn _urone via Josia to
Istanbil (the so=-callid Zalkon and oimplon Sxpress) following

vie volley off the (aritsa ver. 2o spurs branch off southvard
{To.s this line. the wvestern onc, origiuatine in jorfias und running
alon:: the wvuilley or the Jtrusa iiver, is gtill norrow-sau e in

the lust scction berore tlhe jreck border. The eastern onc,
stondard~suice, cuds on Bulgarian territory not for fron the Jreek
border.

¢. The third ast-l/est line, vhich is to establish a direct con-
neetlion betveen the capltal of the country and Burgas, the second
important Black Jea port, is still under constructien. The line
wvis alnost coupleted in late 1949. fThe gep between Klissure and
Dolno Lamarce, a stretch of -~bout 50 kilometers, will nrobably be
closed during 1950. This will require extensive tunneling work in
a difficult mountain region.,

Three 1llmes cro..s the Balkan %8 in s N-3 direction, thus establish-
in_ conncetions betveen the &=/ trunk lines. A fourth such line

is under construction; it vas put into oscration as T:r as Trojan
in Janu-ry 1949. Its continuation to krrlovo wil) recuire so:.e

tine because of o nuiber ol long tunnels whieh vill have to be
built. The elficieney of these d=e connectious rnd thus their

valuc¢ in iLhe econony of the country is adversely ailfccted by stuep
grades, narrol’ CUrves, ~nd NULrous momaade structures, ) '

Generally, stundard _uronean btrali. conposed of 11¢ axles and +ith
a.len;th 0i’ BUC :.cters ¢ra onor to only on the irportont transit
lives; tiLe otuury lines vill trku only sheoster traing. che back-
verd stotus ol the reailrosd st tioas .iales loadlu; opcrations Gife
ficult 'wnc hinders a siooth ilov of traffic. Iiny wilitwry posts
cre otill vitlout reil connections,
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Tc these Tnetors, choracterizins the deficlencioes in the Rul~
ooriasn railroad syste:n, aust be added a severe central Ruro-
pean clinate vhich lecdsy to the loraastion of ice snd snow
drifts in the nountainous parts of the country, znd to floods
durdng the melting of the snow or after heavy rains in the
Dlains crossod by uncontrolled rivers. fThe mountainous charse=
ter ol thc country makes rail operations more difficult and
expensive. The maintenance of the railroad installstions asg
vell as the execution of repair nnd iuprovement vork { steep
grades, nerrov curves, numerous tunnels and bridces is also
complicated. In spite of these difficulties there has always
been a definite desire for inprovement of the Bulgarian rall~
road net - an attitude which is reflected in numerous sizable
results :nd in plans [or Tuture constructions.

(ror det:ils sec pura 4).

eriunization 'nd Personnsl

The nulgerian raillronds are state-ovmed. The e srivite rail-
rona lines, which hnd existed in the country up to the cud of
orld -wmr Il, vere noticnalized in recent yerrs in accordnnce

ith the procecdure pursued in pcople®s de;ocracies. PUHIILISY £
rectorate wunerel for Rilrosds 'néd Ports,® a deportiwent of the
inistry os Preffie, is the 2 eney in chore of railrood cpera=
tions, .wintensnce sna imorovencent vork, =nd administrotion.

It executes its functions throujh the three "wilroad Inspec- 1
toratese in zorla, rlovdiv, and gorna Qrekhovitsa.

The entlre railroad systea Is nodelled arter Lhe ger.an rattern
sl is characterized by efficient surervision, jood discinline
ané =« llne sense ol duty; on the slde oo the reilrosd peruonnel ,
and by overall efficicney, which 1s hisher than the avers;;e stan~
dard »revailing in the paulkans. The Joviet influence, althoush
not consplcuous, uukes 1ltself felt und is a considerable pover.

In lote 1948 the railrond pers.nnel was composed as follows:
491 officinls assinned to the Dlrectorﬁte Genersal;

5,962 engineers and vorkers assigned to the improvement
and rwintenance of lines;

6,623 engineers and workers employed 1ln railroad facto~
ries und vorkshops;

318 auxlliary personnel.

sithoush, a3 is natural under a Cormunist regice, the lesding
railroad personnel vere selected primorily for party affilin-
tions =nd p.riy standing, the bulk of the personnel owe their
positions to their techniec: ) training and ability. 7The techni-
cal trainin; of prospective railrosd o.fleisls is therefore
given the most serious attention.

Aallroad jioh

. The pulgari-n roiliroad systen had o lenzth of 2,971 s
stundord=gau. ;e 'nd 419 kn narrow-geuge in 1939. The rail net-

ivork amounted to cbout 3,6.0 ki standard-gau e =nd 450 in

smc.;-ufj 25X1
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narrow=gause in early 1949. ¢f this milesge two-thirds had &
gauze of 760 :u:, the remuindcr 6CU :si. The snall increuse in

the narrow~gauje trucksic ig due to the faet that nev lines are
oenerully conustructed us stundard-guuge, spart vroi the fact

thut previous narrow~couce lines nre velin; converted to stondorde
gause. The nulsurian reilroad lincs —~re sl le=tracked i'or a
lo-kilouster stroteh of the sofla-Voluysk line gceetion, which

is double trocized. s nentioned in para 1, the three 2= 7 trans-
verse routes, ol vhich the tLird one is still under construction,
and the iour ;7-3 lines {the .ourth is not yet completed), fornm

thoe baekbone oi the pulgurian railroad system. 11 the other

lines are o sinor igportance ~nd, vwith repard to their capaci~
ties, do not compare tith western sureopean 2@ lines. The rail-
roxd net is rel: tively @ense around wol'ia, a fact which is due

to the rapid growvth of the cupitel as well as to the extansive
brovm conl deposits in the dlstriet of ogino-Ternli mnd the
production of anthracite ne. Jvogje. .

b. The supcrstructure is 1sld on a pebble layer 2 neters wide
cnd 3Y ceatimeters thick., This ballast, althouszh inferior to
thzt used in western countries, 18 better than the sand ballost
ased In the other countries of the Palken Feninsule.

Rails are generslly laid on voolcn ties of 2.5 X 0.25 x 0.16 m.
Iron ties have been used on the fellowing line sections:

gofle -« pornlk,
<s0fla = QRoman, and
50fla = Belovo.

€. Due to the uountuinous oh' racter of the country the Bulga~-
rign reilread lines hove many tunnels, bridses, Ffills, cuts, ete.,
rthere are approxinctely &9 tunnels and about 1,80 bridges,
nestly steel structures, “toep grades -nd narrow curves make the
use of lon.: troing impossible znd cunsiderably reduce the capa=
city of the lines. wtondard tralus operate only on the lare
translt lines. compared 5.ith other countries, the war dona e

to pulgarisn railrosd lines aud brides ' as @21l and wvas repaired
shortly after the wor.,

d. In spite of un auple reservoir of unexploited vater pouer,
eleetrilicd roilrond lines ave not yet aviilanle. Lhe {ive~yenr
plaz envisazos the electrificention of only 15¢ killometers, the
first prority bein: given to the 90=kilometer streich o' the jofig~
«&zdra line, vhich scrves ss a fesder line to the northern Foua
transverse route. The overlicnd netvori of this line has been under
conztruction since oy 1949. Ihe construetion of the required
transtormer stotions -nd the othor instoll-tions rwuy be assuicd to
be completed in 195¢.

2. Lorder crossing stations:

+08% 01 the fev: border erossing lines serving Sransit traffic into
the neighboring countries ere inelfficient.

{1} Bulgaria is connectsd with Yugoslavia by only one gingle-track
lina, which is of uejor igportance as it is the route of the
girmplon and -lalken 8Zpress which connects western Hurone and

Tstambul. The border st-tion is Tsaribrod. ork on tvo other lines
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into yYusoslave ucedonia, vhich vas oceupnled by Bulgaria between
1941 =nd 1944, vas started but discountinued :iier the var due
to the ehoned politic.l situation cud the tension vetvecn
these 1.0 stotes (sec prra ¢ n).

{2y There is only a narrcw-gange line (600 .m) into Gre?ce.
oo Greck territory this joins a stendard-gouje line sunninz
perallel to the .egeun cosst. Bulgaria, vhich haﬁ occupied
this comstal area (Greek .acedonia) during l.orld “ar II, tried
to improve this line ss a through standard-gsuize route.

The politeal situation after the war led to o suspension of
this construction project. The standard-gouge line now ter-
minates at the railroad statlon of “General Todorov™ on Bul~
gerian territory, the rest of the iine to the Greek frontier
is still narrov~gouge (sce para 4 k).

wor the ssme renson vork wes aiso suspended on the continua-~
tion ol the line ruanin. south iIron .omeilgred. This line,
vhieh s to rezch Lhe .egean coast, now terminates near rod=-
kova, Bulzaria (scc para 4 1).

{(3) pulpuric is counected vith Turkey by an ilmpoprtuant transit
line runuia iron Jjoi'la along the .aritse valley. slthouch
sinsle~tracs it is o1 relatively sreut effleciency. Jsvilengrad
Ig the Lulzrrica border station.

(4y elther roil nor roed dbrid jes span the Loaube dver on
the streteh of ~bout 4950 kiloreters vhichk fori.s the 2Zulgarian-
suonian fronticr, clthou:h nunerous branch lines lead to the
Junuibe ports on Lot sides o the river. This condition re-
quires the construction of one or nore raoil brides, porti-
cularly in the interest oif the joviets, to vhou such bridses
vould be oi paramount irportance in tlie event oi niilitary ope~

revions in the nulkaas. lecesscry plans were completed many years

age, but thoy have not yob materiallzed beyond solenn promises,
preparatery mensurcs, -nd test borinzs ot possitle bridre sites.
& during the period of the Jeruan occupation, these delaying
tactics are chielly pursued by tLhe guiianians, vwho fenr that the

construction of o bridse over the D-nube would unileterally favor

the Bulgoaricn ports of Varna and Lurgas to the dstrivent of
their nloek ses pors of Constarte-, 1t is surprising that the
sovicts hove not exerted more pre.sure to pain thelr objJective,
but for the time being political considerations seem to take
precedencet vl ithelir vital intorest In better cormunications in
that region.

rouslible gites {or a Danube bridcoce are zat:

vidin - Calafat
Gicen = (poril-gorablia), somovit (iilkopol = Turnu .sourele)
GVigtov = Limmices, nnd Rwuse « Giurgiu
the latiter naned site is the best sulted of then all. At present
roil operstlons bebween DNUlparia and W inia are Lointeined:

{pa) By ncuns of a roil Lerry betveen Giurgin ond Wse. Ferrying

GBCRLT

Approved For Release 2004/01/21 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004500740012-2

25X1

25X1

25X1



25X1

Approved ED('}RQI?&ISe 2004/01/21 : CIA-RDP82-00457R00|4500740012-2

3

operations vhich are maintaincd by the Bulgerian ferry

+0Cie {sec innex 2), swre wearisome and embarrassing. The

toat has a loading surface of 65 x 15 m, 18 equipped wigh
three tracks, and is propelled by tvo Diesel enzines of 670 1P
ath. It attalns u speed of 15 kmph, ’ith a capacity of

12 freisht cars ~nd one hour recuired ror a round trip, inclu-
ding loading and unloadlng operations, the ferry hss a cupaci~-
ty of 4 or 5 trains per doy 1in round~the~-clock=cperat ions . This
corresponds to the performance aetually reached furin- the
reriod of the Qerman occupation. This crossing would represent
a great and vulnerable bottleneck in the event of warlike ape=
rations in the palkens.

{bb)} 1\ second cnd direct rall connection bet.een the two coun~
iries exists along the nlack sea coast. The nulgarian custong
station on this line 1s Dobrile, but the line ig operated by

the pulgers us fur as Kardom in Runania. The basic weakneg

of this line lies in the foet that it ig single-tracked -nd
tiet o brid. ¢ s5rsten several kilometers long was requirsd to
eross the svampy panube ver banks betveen Petesti and gerna-
voda .

The lerry conncetion established by the Gornans betveen vidin
in Bulgeria ang Culafat in Suianiia, with a daily capacity of

or Y troins, is ne longer in operution. ¢ rcason for its
suspension is unknow:. Fresu.auly, the Terry vas destroyed.,
during the war and o replacenent is not aveilable,

Fostuor Construction rojectss

. spite of the dirricult terrain and the finaneial plight or

the country, every pulgasrien government , regsrdless of bolitics,
hea spent surprisingly large suns on the maintenance, improvement,
and exp nsion of the Bulgarlen railrosd system. This tradicion
1s continued by the present Feoplets Democracy with & view or
bringing the railroad systen up to the requirements of the ine-
tended greater industrialization of the country, Apart from

the logses sulfered by the rolling stock the Bulgarian railrosd
instullations survived the wor fairly intact, so that the govern~
ment 1s ablo to concentrats its efforts on the improvement of
existent and the construction of new reilroad instnllations. In
neny construction Prejacts the jovics influence is conapicuous,
The way in vhich these nrojects .re éxecuted, prrticularly the
*voluntapy? barticipation of the youth and the entire 2opulation,
is fashionea wl'der the wovlct battern. The result is a continu-
ous unodernization of the aotional railromd System which, after a
successful execution of the envisaged Tive-yerp Plan, will pro=-
bably have overcone its present veakness. The 58p2ly ol the
required constuction mterinls, such ag rails -nd brid;e sections,
8eens 1o be pusrentoed by imports from Czechoslov:izia and Trom the
30vicet ynion.

dn ﬁetai@, thie Tollowin postvar construetion projeets nre eithep
corpleted, under construction, or are at least planned:

25X1
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{a) :wmkocevo-3opot rallroad line, (70 kxm) single-track,
Turopen~csuse. {ihe line ¢loses the previous ap in the
siddle (third} -/ trunsverse roube, "hlch on the one hand
is to establish the shertest connectlon betuecn sofia and
purgas «nd Varns, and on the other 1s to ease the straln
on the tvo other ==, llnes. The difficult -nd precisitous
terrain ol the iLulken nountains makces the construction of
this line a difficult enfisrprise. Four lon ; tunuels are
required. That at yoznics 1s now undoer construction acnd
will presunubly be the longest tunncl on the 3alians. 'ron
the ezst, the linc had progressed as fur as Klisura, 25 Km
weat of jopot, by early ebrurry 1949; from the west the
line hnd renched polnoe yxanerze, 15 kil east of ..akocevo, by
l-ote sopterber 1849. The completion of the entire line vill
re¢ulre considersble time; 1t will eventually be of sreat
iuportence far jovict transit trafrie,

{b) rovec~-Trojan rallrocd lime (36 kn), sin le-track, zuro-
pean—gauze, a section of the projectod connection between
Worth sud south pulcoris. The line was alrecdy under con=
struction betiucen 192¢ ond 1934, but vork vas then discon-
tinued und vias resumed only efter the war. The line vill gailn
rerl lnportance as a fourth N-~3 route oniy af'ter the connec~
tion near Karlove is established., The attainment of this ob-
Jective 1s envisaged by the current five-year-plan. Already
in the initisl phase of constructlon, the crossing of the Bal-
kan mountdins confronted the railroad englneers wlth consider-
able difficultles. The jovec=TroJan section, on which sche-
duled rail oneratlons were started om 19 January 1949, has

1g major bridges, 4 tumnnels, the longest of vhich is 340 m long,
and numerous hich retelning vells. Youth brigsdes snd the ci-
vilien populaticn were employed to a lsrge extent for the con-
struction of thce linel

41 section as far as korlovo viich aweits completion /i1l pro=
bebly oitor stlll srester terraim diificulties and require

even longer tunnels. Tts completion iy therciore be expe cted
only in a number of years.

{¢) vrotze-grjehova railrosd line {1C0 Ium)

This line, vhich is to establish o rore officient conncetion

Lo the winute port of ¢rjahovo, is under construction ns a single~
track surcpean~gaue line. Its completlon is scheduled yor 1950.

The project is to e executed in tio stajess

{1) Construction of u line froxn Vraotsa to Bjela Slatina (50 km) ,
vaere it joins an exisiing narrow-gouse lins,

;2) Conversion of the existing Bjala slatina 760 rm gause
line to wuropeun~gou e (50 kum) .

It may be expected th-t -fter completion of this project the
remaining narrowegaue Bjale «latina~Carven Briag line will
also be conmerted to surcpecn gourse.

SECRET- ' 25X1
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This linc is of pri.crily ecunonlc izportance,

{d) Cerven urjsg~stavertse-loril rail?oad line {70 km);_

a sin le-trock puropezn-suu’e line, und.r construction since
the sjrin; of 194%. It rums ulon the Isker valley to the
Danube River -né¢ is scheduled to estublich o nev connectipn
with shinning on the iLanube River. .othing is known on the
scheduled dnte of completion. This linc mny zain specinl
inportance in connection vith the possible construstlon of

-~

a rail brid-e ne:r Gigen (Boril~Coraebia) (scc para S e(4}))

gomovit-Nikopol railrond line (10 km), the extenslon of an
existing sinsle~track Juropean-gaufe line along thg UDsnube
2iver to the importent iniand harbor of Nikopol. The line
wns conpletod shortly after the war.

(e} samuli-silistra railroad line (115 ¥m), under construc-
tion o8 o single-track juropean-guuse line to the easterhost
Rulgarion Lanube port of Silistra, vhich gtill is without
reil connceiion. The uarmll-Isperih sectlon (40 km) was
completed in mid~uy 1942. The total line, which runs via
pulovo, is scheduled to be completed In 1950. It opens up

a distriet poor in railroad lines und is of prémarily eco«
noiilc importance.

{fy Pleven-lowec rallroad line (4¢ kn), a projected
sin_le=trncii uropean~gau ¢ line. The construction vork
hus not yvet storted. ©his lince vould be of importance in
conncction rith the projecct uentioned under (b} above as an
extenued 17~ connection.

{c)}  Leskovots~3lataritsa rallroad line (10 kny, the exten~
gion of =zn existin; slnle-track .uropeon-guu e line. It was
constructed Ly “youth bris.des® :nd cosploted in Leptember
1949, It is ol .only loenl importauce i'or the Gorna ¢rckho~
vitsa district.

{j soi'ia~rrovoseltsi railroud line (2¢ km). This project
envisnges the construction of a sccond track, reguired to sase
the traific burden on the nuch used transit line in the arsa
ol' joris,

a0 fur the Lofia~VolujJek sectlon of this line, a stretch of
1¢ ki, has been the only double-track line section in Dulgaria.

{1) Pernik-Volujak rallroad line (52 km), a single-track
wuropean~gatse line which has been in operation since early
1249 servin: purely industrial purposes. In the Summer of 1949,
this sectlon was taken over by the pulgarian State Railwmys.

It estublishes a rall connection with the important cool mines
southwest of jofla ané at the sane time 1% relisvea ths straln .
on the jodie=pPernik rellroad line. Due to mountainous terri-
wory it required the ccnstruction of 38 bridges »nd three tun=
nels onc lkllomster long esech, @ fuct vhich considerably re-
duces the troin density pessible on this lina.

{4} Dupnitsa-iina Bovov Dol ruailro.d line {30 ki) , conversion

..i;.-ICR;.éT“l | 25X1
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of the provious LU s gauze line to juropcun~gauie. The
project tus completed by the sumer of 1?40e The line

is o. eeononic importance ror the coul .dnes ~round Robov
pol.

(k3 Sinltli-krupnike-dcncral fodoroy raiiroad line { GO o) .
sterted in 1943, this lioe, ruaning 1ro.d Jof'ia to irvece,
aorrou-scuse (600 um) JTon sinitli onvard, was converted

to juropenn (ot . EThe projcet is completed as fir as the
roilroud station of Zener:l Todorov. “hen pulceria,during
world »r II, occupicd sreck cweedonia, it was plonned to
extend the .urope.n s u_c line until it reached the usuro-
peun~gawge egesn coxstul line nenr valovista. the prel-et
vas @iscontinued because of the chunged territorirgal condi-
tiong alter the 1mr .ad the politieal tension betveen Tul-~
csaria ond Greece. Thus the sectlon of the line from Gemumul
Todorov to the greei border has remsined narrcov=gau;e. ror
this reason there is still no Zuropean gause line fro.. e
mania and pulceria to the .emean jen except a single=track
line runnin: along the Turkish~Greek frontier via Edirne
(idrianople) =~ Pityon = Ugde .gach.

{1) -oncilgred-pPodkova railroad line (18 km), the exten-
sion of an existent suropean-gaugse line running south toward
the urcek boprder. It was begun during the last war and 1is
now complcted as f£ar as Podkova,; The ples to continue it
to nalinkovo, in Greece, vhere it would have Jolned the
resean coastal line, has been discarded for the same ra:ion
as project (k} sbove. In its present form, the lncomplete
iine does not have the desired importencs 03 a Teeder line
to the ieceun gsea. 1litarily, 1t is, however, of vzlue as
n border s»Hur in the district of the hodope Its, wvhiech is
poor in railroad facilities.

{ra) Dansko-Dobriniste railrond line (10 ku), extension of an
existent 76¢ - gaouwse line, conpleted in late 1947. ‘the
continuation of this narrcv-_nu_e line iIs scheduled to rur
slon ; the .csta valley toward the Greek border as fuar as
Devrokop. Yhe liie is of equal miiltary cnd ccononic lupor~
tenece in the tvesteorn jhodope district. It 1s also plaaned to
Join this line between Banske ond $initldl to the netirork of
stondnrd~cauce lipes ln the vestern part of the country. This
project has not prosressed beyond the planning staze.

{n} Pl-ns zor the constructlon of tivo new standnrd Jauje
railro.d lincs into Yu pslav .wecdonia, vhich durin; the war
was occupied by bBulgcrila, have been discarded dvue te the
chan_ed situation after the var and the politienl tension
betwean the tvo medchborisng stutes, pnritleularly after 1948,

The projects concerned were

{1} The Gjuesevo-Kumanovo ~ (Skoplje) and the
{2y Gorna Dzumsje-kocanl - {Veles) raiireoad lines.

Preparatlons for this project were under vay duriang ~forld or 1T,
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mhe two lines would have created additional urgeutly needed
connections between the Bulgarlan railroad net and ?he Y0
slav trunlk line. The realization of this project wl%l be un~
feasible as long as the pito=Cominforn conflict continues.

70cootives cnd Rolling 3tock

a. In this tleld, pudgaria suffered major losses in the first
two postwar years. Under the pretext of confiscating rgilroad
equipnent left by the Geruans, the soviets in 1945/46 vAthdrew
many Bulgarisn locouotlves and Lfreisht cars Qrom the countryf
This ereated a bottleneck which it will be.::Wpossible to gl 1=
minate Tor years. ‘

stocks available In late 1948:

Locomotives, puropean gauge, 551, including:

43 fast loconotives,

163 passenger locomotives,

133 freight locomotives,

the renainder are small tank-locomotives.

115 nerrow~gauge locomotives with geuges of 600 and Y60 mm,

railroad cars:

$,780 open freight cars of various types,
4,064 box freight cars,

469 passenger cars,

219 baggege and service cars.

The shortaic of freight cars causid considerable aifficulties
in 1948, whun the harvest products had to be shipped? sccor-
din’; Lo an announcexcnt by the jtate wilways, the car gitu~
ation in 1949, ziostly due to organizstional reforms and not to
increeses of stoclk, improved to such an extent that adequate
frei. bt spuce could be wmade available, :

b. ~.ith regurd to these diificulties, the current Iive-year
plan, terminsting in 1953, envisajcs tic procuranent or:

87 1loconotives, includini 35 electric locomotives
120 psassengcer cors,
3,250 freisht cars of all types
27 aotor rall cars, and
%0 coaches to be attachcd to mobtor rail cars,

some ol thein are to bLe built domestically, some are to be im-
ported, chiefly from @zechoslovakie.

¢c. Railrond industry:

m lste 1948 the first Bulgarian locomotive was built =% a cost
of 15 million leva in the newly constructed ®Georgi Dimitroff’
1ocomotive and Railroad Cnr Factory in ;;0fis, Thus the foun-
dation for a national railroad industry was laid.

The construction of lg additlonal locomotlves was begun in 1949.
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The followihg state~owned Installations are availuble for
pev construction and repadr work:

Jocomotive Repair Shop in Sofis,

Jocomotive Repair Shop in Ruase,

"zdravina® Rallroad ¢ar Factory in drenovo,

"xarelvag,"® a former Bulgerian Shareholding company for
building ships, locomotives, and railroad cars, in Varna,
failroad cor repsir shop in Burgas, and

23 small repair shops in various towns, the most important

of then beins located in rleven, Pladiv, and Gorne Orekhovitsa.

w1litary vulnerability of the Bulgarien Railroad et

Sovict transit traffic and intra-Bulgarian rail operations
can be effectively interrupted since the netvork of Bulgarian
rallroad lines is so loogely woven that therc are almost no
rerouting facilities in case & given line should be blocked .

a. Disruption of transit shipping:

The small nuiber of rail crossings into neighborins states
peruits a sustained interruption of rail traffic through Bule

" gurla. Of the z-V transit routes, the importaont line from

Tugoslavia to Turkey can eusily be eliminated for a consider~
able time, since i1t is single-traci and rerouting facilities
are not available. +iir attacks against the sol'ia rail Jjunc-
tion and agoinst Loth the line =nd the brid;es around Tsari~
brod, the yugoslav-Bulgsrian border station, would bloeck the
ouly connection with Yuroslavia. )

T 1ts eastern section, this single~track line can be intep-
rupted most efféctively near the Greek=-Turkish border by the
destruction of the laritsa bridge near Pityon (sece attached
photograph, innex 3) and of the irda bridge west of Edirne,
Rerouting facilities do not exist there.

®¥~3 translt operations can best be interrupted as followss

J¢ _Greece by air attacks against the railroad station of
Geners cdorov, whiech is of outstanding importence as the
transloading point from puropean to narrow gauge on the only
rall connection to the south.

%gkaumania either by the sinking of the rail ferry operating
Gtween guse and Glurgiu or by the .:dning of this seetion of
the Damube river. The second direct und sin:le-track rail con~
nection leads over a bridge gystent several kilometers long be~
tween rfetesti and Cernavoda in Ruilanla. The bridges can be
deastroyed with long-lasting effcct either from the «ir oar by
partisans.

b. puralyzing intre~Buljarian rail operations:

Thi sparseness of the exclusively single~track railroad not
hardly allowe .any reroutin; possibilities in case of inteprup=
tion of the most important lines. The lines have many brid=
get, often loested 1n roush and rugged sountain areas with al~
nost no roads, ond for this reason diffiecult to repair. Their
demnolition is bound to have a long-lasting effect. JIf attacks
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against the Important rail brid;es are combined =7ith con~
sinuous cir attacks against the Tew but decisive railrond
junctions of Jofis, .jezdra, Plovdly, Gorna Orekhovitsa,

3indel, sad Earnobat, the Dulgerian railroad systen can be
ol'fectively parelyzed.

3 Annexess (1) 1mp ol the pulgarien pilroad Ilet, Status
) of pecenmber 1949

(2) Photogreph of the @il Yerry "sofia."
Operating between Ruse and Giurgiu.

(3) photograph of the Bridge over the ..aritsas
river near Pityon (Turkish border).
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